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Business Climate Leaders (BCL) 

BCL is an action team within 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 

Its mission is to help American 
businesses of all sizes understand 
and take action in shaping 
federal climate policy. 
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Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) 
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CCL is a nonpartisan nonprofit that 
empowers its over 100,000 
volunteers to advocate for 
national climate policy. 

Last year, our volunteers had over 
1,600 lobby meetings with 
Congressional offices. 



5 504 Active Chapters 



Today I want to discuss… 

u Recent developments in U.S. climate politics. 

u Ways that business leaders can get involved in advocacy. 
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Rapid changes in US climate politics 
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Virginia will likely cap its emissions from power plants. 
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Virginia and New Jersey are expected to 
link with the RGGI cap-and-trade system 
in 2020. 

The cap will be lowered by 30% between 
2020 and 2030. 



DC just enacted the strongest climate law in the country. 

9 

This law requires 100% renewable 
power by 2032.  

Public transportation and private 
vehicle fleets must be zero-emission 
by 2045. 

It also creates task force to develop 
new building energy standards. 



The “Green New Deal” is gaining momentum among 
Democrats in Congress. 
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This campaign calls for 100% 
renewable power in 10 years, a 
job guarantee program, and 
other goals. 

The wildcard: How/whether 
this plan would be funded. 



Energy companies are lobbying Congress for a carbon tax. 
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(By Steven Mufson, October 9th) 



A bill to watch in 2019 
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Late last year, CCL’s policy proposal was introduced as a 
bill in both the House and Senate. 
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(https://energyinnovationact.org) 



What would the policy accomplish within the next 
decade? 

Effective Good for the economy 



It is the first bipartisan climate bill in a decade. 



Last week, over 40 economists published an endorsement 
of this policy approach in the Wall Street Journal. 
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This bipartisan group 
includes former Federal 
Reserve chairmen Alan 
Greenspan, Ben 
Bernanke, Paul Volcker, 
and Janet Yellen. 

  (Left to right: Janet Yellen, Ben Bernanke, Alan Greenspan) 



Advocacy in the business community 
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Thousands of businesses are pledging to pursue the goals 
of Paris Climate Agreement and cut their emissions. 
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Several business networks and coalitions are voicing 
support for climate policy. 
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Our BCL team can help business leaders… 

u Learn about policy and build consensus within their industry 

u Join meetings on Capitol Hill 

u Make endorsements that can be shared with members of 
Congress 

u Host or organize events on climate-related issues 
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Example 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 

In October 2017, BCL co-hosted a 
convening at Microsoft’s campus to 
discuss carbon pricing policy. 
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Apple 
Microsoft 
HP Inc. 
Cisco 
eBay 

Oracle 
Flex 
Tesla 
Facebook 
Equinix 

Vmware 
Logitech 
Advanced 
Micro Devices 

Source: 
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/helping-high-tech-titans-
shape-federal-climate-policy/  



Example 
Winter Sports Industry 

Olympic gold medalist Jessie 
Diggins has endorsed the Energy 
Innovation and Carbon Dividend 
Act.  

In April, she and her Olympic 
teammates advocated for climate 
policy on the Hill. 
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Source: @SenBennetCO 



Our BCL team would love to connect with you. 

I lead BCL’s business outreach team in the DC metro area.  

Please feel free to contact me: 

Stephanie Burns 
sdburns13@gmail.com 
703-862-2092 
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Thank you 
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